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Global Week of Action 2009

Governments, UN agencies, NGOs participate

Events in 85+ countries



Global daily deaths by firearms

 560 homicides

 250 direct war deaths

 140 suicides

 50 accidental deaths



Not only a military problem



IANSA – a global movement

950+ organisations, 120 countries

http://pod-173.dolphin-server.co.uk/cgi-bin/sqwebmail/login/director%40iansa.org.authdaemon/57A20BC55F97FE2027F54724A0875E3F/1103142004?folder=INBOX&form=fetch&pos=0&mimeid=1.2


IANSA - diverse membership

NGOs in a 

wide variety 

of fields

Human rights

Crime prevention Development

Research

Awareness



Civil society and the UN PoA

 Several references to „cooperation with civil society in the 
PoA itself

 Routine annual references in UN General Assembly 
resolutions on „small arms‟ and „assistance to states‟

 Direct reference in 2008 UNGA resolution on arms 
brokering

 Practical examples in countries across the world



Global – IANSA at the UN

 IANSA monitors PoA implementation 

via Red Book

 135 countries have submitted at least 

one annual report on PoA

 74 countries have NatComs 

 20 countries have Action Plans

 $132 M / year spent on 

implementation – 1/3 of the money 

spent on landmines



Armed violence & development

“Requests the Secretary-General to seek the views of 

Member States on the interrelation between armed 

violence and development”

 Adopted by consensus, December 2008

 Executive summary must be less than 200 words

 IANSA has prepared guidance notes



Asian response so far

 Australia

 Japan

 Papua New Guinea

 Philippines

 Vanuatu

Civil society still urging States to respond!



National – Pakistan seminars



Nepal – research into armed DV

11. Did the police come? If there was a gun, did 
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Bangladesh – media advocacy 



India – academic engagement

 Disarmament as humanitarian action

 Jawaharlal Nehru University, March 

2009

 Forum for discussing joint security 



Australia – gun law reform

 Federal system, but nationwide minimum standards

 Proof of good reason, full gun registration, thorough 

background checks

 820 000 guns destroyed

drop in firearm homicides in 7 years after gun law reforms

65%



Philippines – destroying surplus

Working with national police to destroy surplus 

rather than resale or store



 Since 2004, major increase in use of militias for security in 
Southern Thailand

 Concern about relaxing regulations on civilian firearm 
possession

 Research project examined various measures of human 
security – crime statistics, surveys, etc

 Conclusion: Increased insecurity following increased firearms 
proliferation

Thailand – monitoring insecurity



Why work with civil society?

 Confidence building, legitimacy of govt programs

 Communications skills

 Ideas / info from all sectors, countries, languages

 Independence and agility

 Institutional memory

 Consistent with transition to democracy

 Over 2/3 of guns in civilian hands



Thank you

www.iansa.org

Alun Howard, PhD

alun.howard@iansa.org


