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Historical Background

üAugust 2000: ICRC expert 

Study on ERW

üSeptember 2000: ICRC Expert 

meeting on ERW in Nyon 

(Switzerland)

ü2001: Second CCW Review 

Conference

ü28 November 2003: CCW 

Protocol V was adopted
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Status
Entered into force: 12 November 2006

49 States parties: Albania, Australia, 
Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Guatemala, Guinea-
Bissau, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Ireland, Jamaica, Liberia, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, 
Malta, Moldova, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Paraguay, 
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, 
Russian Federation, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Tajikistan, FYR Macedonia, Tunisia, 
Ukraine, Uruguay
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The Protocol (cont.)

üApplies to all conflicts, including non-

international conflicts

üLegal obligations vis-à-vis future ERW

üResponsibility of each party with respect 

to ERW under its control

üAffected States have the right to seek and 

receive assistance, including with respect to 

existing ERW

üImplementation mechanism of 
cooperation and assistance
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The Protocol (cont.)
üParties shall take all feasible 

precautions to protect civilians, incl. 

assess, mark and clear, remove and 

destroy ERW as soon as feasible

üStates parties and parties to a conflict 

shall record and retain information on 

ERW and make available the 

information on ERW, as far as 

practicable and without delay

üStates parties in a position to do so 

shall provide assistance, including for 

victim assistance

üGeneric preventive measures

üConsultations and compliance
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Implementation mechanism 

üConferences of the High Contracting Parties

o First Conference (5 November 2007)

o Second Conference (10-11 November 2008)

o Third Conference (9-10 November 2009)

üMeetings of experts

o 2008 MX (2-4 July 2008)

o 2009 MX (22-24 April 2009)
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Conclusions:
Address a global problem

Aim at minimizing ERW risk and effects. 
Considerable potential to address the 
ERW problem 

Establish the responsibility of ERW 
contaminated States, the users of 
weapons and the international community 

Provide flexible and appropriate systematic 
framework and implementation 
mechanism, including necessary tools

Strong humanitarian content. Special focus 
on victim assistance

Provide a forum for those in need to meet 
those in position to assist
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QUESTIONS?

For more information visit CCW website at www.unog.ch/ccw


