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Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

Historical Background

üGeneral IHL principle of protection of 

civilians against the effects of hostilities

üThe right of the parties to an armed conflict 

to chose methods or means of warfare is not 

unlimited
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Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

Historical Background

ü1979/1980: Special UN 

Conference on Prohibitions or 

Restrictions of Use of Certain 

Conventional Weapons 

Which May be Deemed to be 

Excessively Injurious or to 

Have Indiscriminate Effects 
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Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

Historical Background 

ü10 October 1980: CCW 

and Protocols I-III adopted

ü10 April 1981: CCW 

opened for signature

ü2 December 1983: CCW 

entered into force



Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

The Convention

Major IHL. Builds on customary 
IHL rules and establishes new rules

Important disarmament and arms 
control treaty

Flexible structure - creates multiple 
legal regimes

Applies to international and internal 
conflicts

Covers situations in time of armed 
conflicts but also has provisions 
which apply in time of peace

Addresses existing weapons, but 
also play preventive role

Uses legal norms and political 
action



Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

The Convention

Amended Art.1

Protocol II

Protocol I

Protocol III

Protocol V

Protocol IV

Amended Protocol II

CCW



Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

The Convention

Preamble and 11 Articles 

Art.1 amended in 2001

Provisions on the operation of the 

convention and final provisions

108 States Parties; 5 Signatories

Entry into force: 2 December 1983



Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

Protocol I (Non-Detectable Fragments)

The Protocol on Non-Detectable 
Fragments (Protocol I), prohibits use of 
ñany weapon the primary effect of which is 
to injure by fragments which in the human 
body escape detection by X-rays.ò

106 States Parties

Entry into force: 2 December 1983



Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

Amended Protocol II

Prohibitions and restrictions on the use of 
landmines, booby-traps and other explosive 
devices

Compliance provisions

Follow-up mechanism

92 States Parties; 

Entry into force: 3 December 1998



Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons

Protocol III (Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use 

of Incendiary Weapons)

Prohibits in all circumstances to make the civilian 

population as such, individual civilians or civilian objects or 

military objective located within a concentration of civilians 

the object of attack by incendiary weapons.

101 States parties

Entry into force by 2 December 1983




