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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

·Humanitarian law: Distinction ,indiscriminate 
attacks,proportionnality, weapons which 
cause unnecessary suffering and superfluous 
injury

·CCW: Convention on prohibition or 
restrictions on the use of Certain 
Conventional weapons Which may deemed 
to be excessively injurious or have 
indiscriminate effects



CLUSTER MUNITIONSé..

ÃAre composed of a container 
or canister used to disperse a 
quantity of smaller explosive 
devices called submunitions
or bomblets over a given area 

ÁSubmunitions are the active 
element of the device and 
cause damage, injuries and 
casualties through blast, 
incendiary effects or 
fragmentation

http://npaid.websys.no/item3/1171733987


Cluster munitions 

·break open at a 

determined time 

or altitude and 

release their 

containment of 

submunitions to 

disperse over 

the objective



Cluster Munitions .

Ãare meant to be used against large 
concentrations  of armoured vehicles or tanks 
and of infantry particularly in open and flat 
terrain of operations  (World War Two)

ÃCluster munitions can be dropped from 
aircraft or fired from ground bases

Á scatter or spray their submunition over a 
wide area and thus can neither discriminate 
between civilian and military personnel or 
targets;

Ánor represent a discriminate attack



Cluster munitions



Persistence

Á Cluster munitions when failing to explode upon impact, 
lay on the ground, in rumble, in vegetation or 
underground, and may detonate upon handling they 
persist for years with the potential to kill or maim

Á A failure rate of only 1% still represents a considerable 
amount of unexploded submunitions:

1% of 1,000,000 submunitions delivered 

= 

10,000 unexploded submunitions

Á



They represent a risk of superfluous injury and unnecessary 

suffering to civilians and have indiscriminate effects, both during 

active armed conflict and after return to peace

http://iseek.un.org/uploads/DeptID822/media/2008/September/mine1-large.jpg


UNEXPLODED CLUSTER MUNITIONS 

ééé..

·.

. 

The small size and attractive shapes of 

bomblets make them interesting to 

children. The risk of children being injured 

or killed by bomblets is very high. 

Cluster munitions are different from 

landmines whichare relatively small explosive devices 

intended to incapacitate an individual through òpoint 

detonation and they tend to cause injuries  ó against specific 

parts of the body(lower limbs) and usually involve a single 

victim



IMPACTéééé..

ÁUnexploded submunitions cause: 

psychological trauma, death and life-long 

injuries, deny access to land and other 

productive means, disrupt communities and 

cause environmental damage

Á They are a long-lasting impediment to the 

restoration of peaceful life and subsistence 

activities: clearance must be carried out 

before re-building



Countries Affected by Cluster Munitions

· Afghanistan, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, 

Chad, Croatia, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Georgia, Iraq, Israel, Kosovo, 

Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Montenegro, Morocco (Western 

Sahara), Russian Federation (Chechnya), Saudi Arabia, Serbia, 

Sierra Leone, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan and 

Vietnam ..



Use of Cluster munitions

- South East Asia in the 1960s and 
1970s 

- Afghanistan, 1979 , in late 2001 and early 
2002. 

- Kosovo in 1999 (with well documented 
humanitarian costs for civilians) 

- Iraq in 1991 and in 2003 òsteel rainó, 
- Chechnya.
- Sudan 
- Eritrea and Ethiopia ( 2000). 
-

Ã Lebanon in mid -2006

Ã Georgia 2008

. 


