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Major TOC threats ïillicit markets



WHY WORRY?

Inter-connectedness of illegal markets ïdrugs, 

human trafficking, terrorism, firearms) 

ÅFirearms trafficking cannot be solved in 

isolation

Transnational crime ïcrosses borders and 

regions

ÅNeeds to be addressed through national, 

regional and global responses



Firearms: illicit brokers

1. Not numerous ïhundreds only

2. But very dangerous

3. Destabilize countries ïparallels to drug 

trade

4. Brokers need to be tightly controlled



HOW HUMAN 

SECURITY 

THREATS EMERGE



NATURE OF THE STRATEGIC THREAT

1. TOC GROUPSô WORLDVIEW

2. PROFILE

3. GEOGRAPHICAL BASE

4. LEADERSHIP

5. LINKS TO LICIT TRADE

6. USE OF NEW TECHNOLOGY

7. BORDERLESS

8. REVENUE STREAMS

9. GOVERNMENT COMPLICITY?  

10.RUTHLESSNESS

11.LINKS TO TERRORIST GROUPS 



Are we operating at a disadvantage?

1. Outdated understanding of TOC

2. Lack of urgency

3. Lack of consensus

4. Bureaucracy 

5. Budgets

6. Sovereignty



GMS Economic 
Corridors 

Expansion plans
2008-2015

Economic liberalization 
and trade facilitation

o Greater volumes
o Containerization
o Trafficking mainly via 

commercial channels
o άLƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅέ  

overwhelmed
o Need for intelligence-

led profiling

OUR REGION: OPPORTUNITY FOR (ARMS) TRAFFICKERS?
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UNODC mandates:

To assist member states in their struggle 

against 

1. Transnational Organized Crime

2. Drugs

3. Corruption

4. Terrorism 

in all their manifestations



TOC

Å UNTOC - Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (adopted 

2000 ïe.i.f. Sep 2003) ï148 states parties

ÅHuman Trafficking Protocol (e.i.f. Dec 2003) ï129 

ÅMigrant Smuggling (e.i.f. Jan 2004) ï119 

ÅFirearms (e.i.f. Jul 2005) ï79 

Corruption

Å UNCAC - Convention against Corruption (entered into force 2005)

Drugs

Å The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs ï1961 (amended by the 

Protocol of 25 March 1972)

Å The Convention on Psychotropic Substances ï1971

Å The Convention against the Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances ï1988

Terrorism

Å 16 international instruments (resolutions and conventions)

Å éincluding the UNSC Resolution 1373 ïCountering the Financing of 

Terrorism

International Conventions
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THE FIREARMS PROTOCOL

1. Only globally binding instrument on firearms control

2. Provides a comprehensive and regulatory framework to 

combat proliferation of illicit firearms and ammunition

3. Requires states to criminalize illicit manufacturing and 

trafficking of firearms and ammunition and falsifying / 

obliterating markings

ÅTREATY? ïno

ÅCOORDINATED ACTION ïyes
ïProgramme of Action

ïTechnical Cooperationé
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THE FIREARMS PROTOCOL

ÅInformation exchange and cooperation 

among States (Article 12)

ÅCooperation and Technical Assistance 

(Articles 13 and 14)

ÅBrokers and Brokering (Article 15)
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1.KNOWLEDGE ïwe need to know the extent and 

nature of the problem and we need to share this 

information

2.TECHNICAL CAPACITY ïwe need to 

develop international policing, investigative, 

prosecutorial and judicial tools

3.REGIONAL COOPERATION ïñit takes a 
network to defeat a networkò

Essentials for success
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Information exchange and cooperation among States (Article 
12) 

State shall exchange relevant information on:

üAuthorized producers, dealers, exporters, eventual carriers

üOrganized criminal groups; means of concealment used and ways of 
detecting them;

üTrafficking routes, methods and means etc.

üLegislation and practices, relevant scientific and technological 
information

üEnsure prompt responses to assistance requests to trace illicit 
firearms

üGuarantee confidentiality and restricted use of information, or notify 
a priori if this can not be ensured
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Cooperation and Technical Assistance (Articles 13 and 14)

üStates are encouraged to cooperate at bilateral, regional and international 

levelto prevent, combat and eradicate illicit trafficking and manufacturing of 

firearms (cf. BLOs, CAU, SMART)
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Cooperation and Technical Assistance (Articles 13 and 14)

üStates are encouraged to cooperate at bilateral, regional and international 

levelto prevent, combat and eradicate illicit trafficking and manufacturing of 

firearms (cf. BLOs, CAU, SMART)

ü Identification of a national body or a FOCAL POINTto liaise with States for 

matters pertaining to the Protocol.  (cf. National Competent Authorities ðon 

drugs, TIP, networks of prosecutors / judges ðextradition, confiscation, 

MLA etc).

üStates shall seek support and cooperation from manufacturers, dealers, 

importers, exporters, brokers and commercial carriers to prevent and detect 

illicit activities (cf. chemical precursors)

üStates are encouraged to cooperate among themselves and with international 

organizations to receive and provide technical assistance, including through 

financial and material support foreseen in Art. 29 and 30 of the UNTOC (cf. 

Greater Mekong Subregion MOU, ACCORD, COMMIT etc)
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Brokers and Brokering(Article 15)

üConsider establishing a system for regulating the activities of 

those who engage in brokering

üRegistrationofbrokers 

üRequires licensing / authorization of brokering

üRequiring disclosure on import/export licences, and on brokers data

üAppropriate penalties

üInclude information on brokers and brokering in their exchange of 

information underArticle 12.

üRetain records regarding brokers and brokering in accordance with 

Article 7.




